persons. The districts of Panch Mahals and Kaira have
a larger rural population than those of Broach and Surat;
the rural population of Ahmedabad is the least being
about 59 per cent. It appears that the rural population
is on the increase as can be seen from the fact that the
average size of a village in British Gujarat, which was
604 persons in 1901, rose to 669 in 1921. This, how-
ever, does not give the true picture of the density of
population in the different districts. We find that whereas
the average village population in Kaira is 1027 ; that in
Panch Mahals is 482 ; the corresponding figures for Surat,
Ahmedabad and Broach are 663, 612 and 594 respect-
ively. If we look at the figures of population classified
according to occupation, we find that the numbers living
on agriculture are increasing. The percentage of the
agricultural population which was about 59 in 1901 rose
to 62,6 in 1921 as can be seen from the following table.
1901                               1921
?000    Percentage      '000  , Percentage
Agricultural Population   .    1593          58-9          1583         62-6
Other Population   ...    1109          41*1           1105         37'4
Total Population    .    .    .    2702            -            2958           -
It is perhaps true to say that the sub-division of popula-
tion according to caste is perhaps most minute in British
Gujarat as compared with other parts of the country, but
from the point of view of the agricultural industry we
shall refer to the main divisions which are known as Ujali-
paraj and Kaliparaj. The word Kaliparaj means black
races and includes, generally speaking, the working
classes known by different names such as Chodhra, Dhan-
ka, Dhodia, Kunkna, Bhil, Naika, Dubla and others.
Air other Hindus, other than these are called Ujaliparaj.
In addition to the Hindus, there are of course Mahom-
medans, Parsis and Christians in varying numbers in the
different districts, and though in some areas we do find
that the Mahommedan population is doing useful agricul-
tural work, we shall confine our attention to the main